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reports of the Imperial Consulate at Madras published recently in Volume II. of the Deutsches Handelsarchiv (the ocean freights from Madras to English ports being given for each fifty cubic feet):
YEAR		COTTON			II	tDIGO	
1888 .......... -	s. 32	d.    s. 6 to 45	d. o	s. 60	d. o	S. to 75	d. o
1889 ..................... -	37	6  " 40	o	70	o		
1890 .......   .....	37	6  " 45	o	Co	o	" 60	0
1891 ......................	37	6  " 45	o	67	6		
1892 ...........	32	6  "  37	6	62	6	" 67	6
							
The freight, according to the same authorities, on grain amounted for each 20 cwt. to 325. 6d.; rose in October of the same year to 453., and fell in the second half of the year 1892 to 22s. 6d. The charges for sugar for the same periods were 355., 455., and 233. gd. The reduction of freight on the two last articles is much more considerable than that on cotton and indigo. But, in general, the downward tendency of ocean freights appears in recent years, with the exception of the short time of depression in 1889-91, to have been established.
The cost of inland transportation has also seriously declined, to which the completion of the Indian railway system has chiefly contributed. Thus the fertile grain districts of the northern plains of India have, for example, direct railway connection not only with Bombay but with Calcutta. Inasmuch as the owners of these lines are different, it already results from competition that no railway charges very high rates. To this matter the German Consul-General at Bombay drew attention as early as the year 1881.* Moreover, one ought not to forget the following facts: India is a possession wholly dependent upon England ; there is either state-ownership of railways, or they have a state guarantee of interest. If a deficit exist in the Indian budget through allowances to the railways, it is not covered by England, although the advantages of cheap freights on Indian railways accrue to the English.
*Deutsches Handelsarchiv, 1881, II. Bd., p. 408.